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Kiaora – welcome to Lower Moutere School!  
This is the last newsletter for the school year! What a year it has been! Here are some of our highlights… 
The Community of Learning (Kahui Ako) has focused on relationships in all schools across the Motueka area. 
Some of the parent voice said the following about our school … 

× Our friendly and family vibe in the school makes a difference to how everyone operates, the teachers work 
as a community, students move through the school as a community and parents are treated as part of the 
school community. 

× We experience every single adult that works in the school takes the same considered approach towards our 
children, one of care, support and encouragement. 

× We experience that staff go above and beyond for our children. 
 

The school was reviewed by the Education Review Office in term 1. A summary of their findings were as follows… 

¶ The school is effective in achieving equitable and excellent outcomes.  
¶ The positive school culture contributes to a collaborative, inclusive and supportive learning 

environment.  
¶ Curriculum innovations which are research-based and, in relation to writing in particular, are well 

supported by external professional learning and development 

¶ Reports to parents which clearly show achievement in relation to learning expectations, and include 
student voice and next steps for learning 

Our major learning focus across the school was to raise the achievement in writing. Our information last year indicated 
that 75% of our students were achieving the curriculum level for their time at school. This year, with excellent teaching 
across our school, we have raised student achievement in writing to 82%!  
 
On the sporting front, our school is sending higher numbers of students to represent the school at championship level, 
each year. Our students are active and engaged learners and sports people – well done!! 
 
This is just a small and exciting snippet of some of the highlights from your school, for 2018. We have a school to be very 
proud of. Well done to our students for their focus and drive to ‘be the best that we can be!’ 
 

STAFFING ð 2019 
The staffing of our school is determined by the number of students currently in the school, and those arriving through the 
year. 2019, the school will be staffed at a higher level and we are now finalizing the classes for the eight classrooms. Our 
school structure next year will be as follows: 

Room 8 Year 7 & 8 – Mr Lynch Room 7 Year 7 & 8 – Mrs Parfitt & Mrs Robinson 

Room 6 Year 5 & 6 – Mrs Diack Room 5 Year 3 & 4 – Mrs Smith & Kathy Stephens 

Room 4 Year 4 & 5 – Mr Fitzsimmons Room 3 Year 2 & 3 - Mrs Sinclair & Mrs Mali 

Room 2 Year 1 & 2 -Miss Harris & Kathy Stephens Room 1 New Entrants - Mrs Wilkinson 

We have a new face joining us in 2019. We welcome Kiely Robinson from Motueka South School, to our team next year.  
We are in the appointment process for a class release teacher.  Our Deputy Principals are Karen Sinclair & Mike Lynch. 
The school is in a great position for a new year of learning! We are also extremely lucky with the calibre of staff across the 
school.  

  End of year celebration & prize giving!     
The end of year celebration will be held in the LOWER MOUTERE hall, on THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER, starting at 6.30pm. As 
parking is a premium, we will have the bottom paddock open too (unless we have excessive rain). The evening is our 
opportunity as a community to celebrate the learning of all of our students, farewell our Year 8 leavers and present 
awards. School reports will also be handed out at the conclusion of the concert.  
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Last day of term 4  
The last full day of school is THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER. School buses will NOT be running on the Friday 14 December. 
Students may attend school on the Friday – this is optional. School is open from 9.00 – 12.00.  
 

First day of school ð term 1, 2019  
Our school has aligned its opening day with all Motueka schools next year, opening on Thursday 7 February. The school 
office will be open on Thursday 31

st
 January and Friday 1

st
 February, between 9.30am and 3pm, for stationery sales and 

new enrolments. 
 

On behalf of all of the staff and students of Lower Moutere School, we wish to 
pass on our best wishes to all of our school families, for the festive season. We 

ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ΨōǊŜŀƪΩΣ ŀƴŘ an awesome 2019! 
 

To all our staff of the school, a big thanks for your continued dedication and 
commitment to the education of students at our school!  

Chris Bascand - Principal   

   
Stars of the Week 

         
 

            
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

Well done to our RDA riders – shown here with their certificates! 

Congratulations to these students – look at all the certificates & ribbons 
they won at the Motueka A & P Show last weekend! 

Isiah proudly 
displaying his 
Reading Recovery 
award 

Congratulations to Luca and 
Kiva on earning their 
leadership acorn badges 



 

   

Farewell to our Year 8 Students 

 
Kortnee, Scarlett, Alice, Kiefer, Jiawei 

Serena, Benjamin, Tye, Damien, Kiva, Cloe 
 

Thank you to the following supporters of our school throughout 2018: 
Fonterra  for supplying milk for breakfast club and the milk in schools program  

Motueka New World  ð Gift Cards used for breakfast club supplies ð bread & spreads  

Sanitarium  ð Weetbix for breakfast club  

Lower Moutere Store  

Tasman District Council ($1000 Swimming Pool Subsidy)  

Tasman District Council ($437 School Mural Project)   

Riverside Community Trust B oard  ($100 ) 

Wairepo Hol dings Ltd  ($550 Donation to record songs)  

Also, to the anonymous $1000 donor  ð you know who you are! 

 

   

Huge thanks to June Smith for offering to launder & repair our school library bags ð yet again!!! 

A HUGE thank you to Room 1's wonderful volunteers, Andrea Pearson, Lee Dennis and Lou Bunn. Your 

support, interest, time and enthusiasm for our New Entrants is truely appreciated.  

Kia ora, Maureen Wil kinson 
 

Notices 

School Pool Keys  will be available from the school office from Monday. Cost is $50 for the season for 

school families or $70 for non-school families. (There is a pool rules form for completion)  

 

Touch Rugby – Congratulations to the LMS Jazz who have made it through to the junior semi-finals – to be 
played at 4pm on Tuesday 11th December (the final game taking place immediately after at 4.40pm). 

Well done to all other teams! 

 
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΧ  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

DECEMBER  

Thurs 6 th  Year 8 Leavers Dinner  

Fri 7 th  Junior Syndicate Picnic -  Rabbit Island  

Thurs 13 th   Reports go home / End of Year Concert    Last full day)  

Fri 14 th   Last Day Term 4 (12 noon finish  ð no school buses) 

Term Dates for 2019 

Term 1  Thursday 7 th  February  To Friday 12 th  April  

Term 2  Monday 29 th  April  To Friday 5 th  July  

Term 3  Monday 22 rd  July  To Friday 27 th  September  

Term 4  Monday 14th  October  To Friday 20 th  December 



 

   

Community Oral Health Service  
¶ For any urgent dental care during that time, parents should contact a contracting dentist  in their community.  

0800 TALK TEETHς 0800 825 583 

MOTUEKA & TASMAN MOBILE CLINIC 528 1160 X7. 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 

Sarau Festival  Sunday 3
rd

 February 2019  from 3 till 9pm at the Moutere Hills 

Community Centre. 
$5 entry, kids get in free. Fantastic Kidz zone, photography competition, amazing craft stalls, huge selection of 
food and beverages, great music and a relaxed atmosphere. Something for the whole family, come and join in the 

fun. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us on Facebook.         See our web site: www.saraufestival.co.nz   

               Or email: sam@saraufestival.co.nz  

Bridge Valley Holiday Camps 

 

In January 2019 we have a variety of camps 

happening. Bridge Valley camps are all about 

providing a safe environment for children to have 
lots of fun and make positive friendships. We have 

many activities such as rock climbing, zipline, 

kayaking, archery, air rifles, and more! This 
camp’s theme is Surfin’ Safari, so we can also 

guarantee a lot of water time in our lake and pool!  

Dates: 
Junior Camp (ages 8-11): 7th-11th January 

Intermediate Camp (ages 11-13): 14th-18th 
January 

Extreme Junior (ages 9-11) and Extreme Youth 

(ages 12-15): 22nd-25th January 
We would love to see you here. If you are 

interested, register on our website or contact us for 

more details. 
www.bridgevalley.co.nz     (03) 5418465 

holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz 
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