
 

 

SCHOOL ROAD, LOWER MOUTERE  
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ph.526 7775        Absentee txt 027 3398801 

Lower Moutere School                   To be the best that we can be! 

Kia Ora families and friends of Lower Moutere School,      5th December 2025 

 

I9d like to start this newsletter by warmly thanking our staff for their efforts this year. Our 
teachers go above and beyond for our students. They are professional, kind and caring. 

Their teaching models best practice and they are staying up to date with all the curriculum 

changes introduced this year. We are very lucky to have these individuals working with our 

children. Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Sue Strawbridge as a fulltime classroom teacher 

here at Lower Moutere School. We wish you all the best for your future and hope to see you back again in a relieving 

capacity. We are also farewelling Rachael Woods. Rachael has stepped in this year when we needed staffing cover 

for illness, and other absences. Thank you for the contribution you have made to our staff and 

to the kindness and caring you have shown our students. Finally, we also say goodbye to Caz 

Ward. Caz thank you for your hard work this year, working across many classrooms providing 

classroom release. Your physical education skills and knowledge have benefited our students 

and provided them with a great boost to their physical skill base. I know you will be missed 

here.  

 

Looking into 2026, it is with great pleasure that I9d like to welcome Ms Suzanne Tawharu to our team. Suzanne will 

be working in Room 3. She comes to us highly regarded and with glowing references. The staff and I are looking 

forward to working with her and I know our Tamariki will be well looked after and we will see a continuation of the 

quality education they have been receiving. I9d also like to welcome Mrs Meeka Inglis to a fulltime teaching position 
here. Meeka is an experienced teacher whom we have been lucky to have working with our students in a part time 

capacity this year. She is a dedicated team member and has immense knowledge and skills that our children will 

benefit from.     

 

Turning to our wonderful teacher aides, with their compassion and generosity or self, they work tirelessly to support 

our children. We would not be able to achieve the results that we do without them. Sadly, after 30yrs of service we 

are saying goodbye to Karen Carmody as Karen sets off on her well-deserved retirement. On behalf of the Lower 

Moutere school community I9d like to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your service, dedication and the 
warmth that you have brought to our school.  

 

Supporting both teachers and teacher aides are the most important group here, our support staff. Their work ethic 

is second to none, allowing our school, teachers and teacher aides to be at their best day in and day out. Please make 

time to acknowledge Sue, Andrea and Stu for their efforts this year.  

 

To our students, thank you for your efforts this year. It has been a privilege watching you learn and grow in 

confidence. You continue to set high standards of achievement, behaviour and presentation. To our year eight 

students who are leaving at the end of this year, remember the lessons you have learnt here at Lower Moutere 

School, they will help you lean into a prosperous future.  

 

Finally, to our BOT members, thank you for your support this year. The dedication to your governance role has been 

the korowai (cloak) supporting the school to remain a high performing entity ensuring the best for our children. Thank 

you, Nellie, for your leadership as the Board Presiding Member.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

We look forward to sharing with you, our students end of year class performances along with farewelling our Year 

89s on Wednesday 17th December, in the school grounds. Starting at 6.00pm, we ask that students are at school no 

later than 5.30pm, and head straight to their classrooms. Parents are welcome to park in the school grounds along 

the fenceline. Please bring with you a suitable chair, and you are most welcome to have a picnic meal while you are 

waiting! Following our class performances we will say farewell to the Year 8 leavers and award our school trophies. 

We look forward to seeing our community come together for this momentous occasion! 

 
Next week, the 2026 class placements will be announced, with students coming together as their new classes. 

These class placements are made by teachers for a variety of reasons including but not limited to social, academic 

and family reasons. We have also considered family requests that were asked for, earlier in the term. Considerable 

thought is given to class placements, including friendship lists provided to us by students. Please trust our teaching 

staff in regard to the placements that they have made. Thanks for your understanding. 

 

STAFFING & CLASSROOMS – 2026 
New Entrants  

Mrs Kylie 

Matthewson 

Room 1 

Mrs Jen Amosa & 

Miss Lana Wood 

Room 2 

Mrs Meeka Inglis 

Room 3 

Ms Suzanne Tawharu 

Room 4 

Miss Amy Pratt 

Room 5 

Mrs Kayla Pitcher & 

Mrs Kieley Robinson 

Room 6 

Mrs Rachel Diack 

Room 7 

Mrs Kara Simkin 

Room 8 

Mr Mike Lynch 

Room 9 

Ms Tamsin Clark 

 

Release teaching staff for 2026 
Mr Ross Fitzsimmons, Ms Tom Christison and Mrs Margaret Reid 

 

Aquabots 
We are absolutely thrilled to share the fantastic news about our Aquabot Team's stellar performance at the National 

competition this past Sunday in Wellington! 

Our incredible team—Awen, Eloise, Harrison, and Kayla—performed outstandingly, competing against 21 other 

primary schools in an intense, full-day event. They demonstrated incredible grit and teamwork, resilience and 

ultimately securing a phenomenal 6th place overall! The final scores were incredibly close, showing just how tough 

the competition was. This is a wonderful achievement for our very first year working with these BOT9s.  
 

Thank you to our wonderful school and wider community who supported the team in getting to Wellington by buying 

a wood raffle, grocery hamper ticket, a sausage/pie/juicy or the donation of tools for the S.T.E.M. shed! Thank you 

to Nelson Aviation College for the purchase of a new Aquabot kit, Kim at KLB design for the free tee shirt design logo 

and printing the tee shirts and Tarmra for organising the grocery hampers.  

 

Thank you to everyone who helped the team get to National's for the 2025 Aquabot competition. 

The raffle was drawn on Tuesday 25th November and the following people won: 

Congratulations to Brigid, Johanna, Debbie, Katie and Jem. 

A final thanks to caretaker Stu for resources and Sue and Andrea in the office for dealing with the finances. 

 

 



   

Pet Day 2025 
Last Friday, we had a fabulous day here at school for our Pet Day. It was lovely seeing all the children, pets and 

parents working together. We are currently reviewing the day with the view to continue to improve the event and 

maximise student engagement. I9d like to thank the parents who took time out of their day to bring in their pets 

and be with their children. Thank you to the students who organised games and food stalls. You showed good 

leadership skills and provided lots of fun activities for our smaller children. I9d like to thank the staff for all their 
efforts and preparation for this day. Finally, I9d like to acknowledge Mike Lynch for his organisation of the day and 

for all the hard work that went into it.   

       

 
 

Reporting to Parents 
Staff have been incredibly busy over this term writing and updating school reports. Again, the reports are of a very 

high standard. I admire the teaching staff who have dedicated large amounts of their time to ensure that you have 

a report that is personal to your child.  Reports will be handed out on Wednesday 17th December together with the 

stationery lists, at the end of prizegiving. 

 

LAST FULL DAY – Wednesday 17th December will be the last FULL day of school with buses running as usual. 

 

THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER – This will be a half day finishing school at 12.30pm. There 

will be NO BUS SERVICE for this day. The morning will consist mainly of clearing up and 

sorting school gear. 

 

 

Kidz Klub After 3 After School Care on 18th December 2025 - last day of school. 

Care offered from 12.30pm up to 5.30pm in the school hall.  Please contact Leah directly for more information or 

to make your booking, 027 512 0687  kidzklubafter3@gmail.com 

 

Start of School – 2026 
Our first day of school is TUESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY  

The school office will be open on Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th January between 10am and 3.30pm for 

stationery sales. 

STATIONERY- We will once again have the complete stationery packs available for purchase at the school office & 

request that you call in to purchase them on the office open days above. (Prior to your child/rens return to school 

in 2026). We get a fantastic deal from our suppliers & pass that on to you!  

These must be paid for on collection and Eftpos is available.  

 

 

mailto:kidzklubafter3@gmail.com


   

Meet the teacher Evening 2026 
Early in 2026 we are planning a meet the teacher evening. This will be a good time to come along and informally 

meet your child9s teacher, find out about how the strcutured literacy program is being run at Lower Moutere 
School and how you as parents can assist your children in this area.  

 

Here is the timetable for this event, but may be subject to change: 

 

Wednesday 11th February 

5:30 - 5:45 Karakia/ Meet the team in hall 

5:45- 6:15 Break out to classes- routines, expectations, etc 

6:15 - 6:45 Hall- Structured literacy presentation 

 

Sports tops 

We are missing quite a few sports tops that have been lent out during the year.  Do you 

have a sports top like this you have borrowed? Please could you check at home and return 

to Mr Lynch or the school office before Monday 15th December.  

 

 

 

Swimming season has WIMMING SEASON SOON HAS Started 

Swimming has started! The keys  for the pool are now on sale from the office.  Cost for 

school families is $80 for the season. The last day to purchase these is Thursday 18th December. 

(There is a pool rules form for completion). A wee request & if you are the last to use the pool, 
please pop the cover back on & it not only helps with the warmth of the water, it also keeps the 
chlorine level stable (the sun zaps it!). 

 

Bus Fees and Motec Fees 2026 
For a long time we have managed to keep both the school bus fees and Motec fees at a low cost to our school 

families.  As with everything these are increasing next year.  The bus fees will be $55 for one child and $100 for 

more than one child.   

MOTEC fees have also fallen victim to increased costs too. For a significant number of years, we have absorbed the 

majority of this (full cost is $170). We are unable to fully subsidise this to the same level next year and need to 

increase this to $120 per student. This covers the cost of all take home materials – except food items.  If you are 

concerned about payment, please contact Sue in the school office to discuss further. 

 

 

School library books 
If anyone has any school library books, please can you return these as soon as possible to your 

teacher so we are able to do our end of year stock take. 

 

School Payments 
If you have Motec, bus, sports fees or anything else on your children9s account and are 
concerned about this please get in contact with us.  You can contact the office or your child9s 
teacher, in person, phone or by email and have a discussion.  Remember we are here to help. 

We have many families who make a weekly automatic payment for their child's school fees, 

which includes bus, camp, sports, stationery and MOTEC.  This really helps manage any costs 

that arise as their weekly payment covers all school fees.  If you wish to set up a weekly  

automatic payment please contact Andrea on finance@lowermoutere.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your Payee Details have the family name and the payment reason. 

School Bank Account Name: Lower Moutere School Board of Trustees 

School Bank Account ASB Number: 12-3158-0184739-00 



   

Absentee Messages 
Phone: 03 526 7775, Text (only): 027 339 8801 or email the office at office@lowermoutere.school.nz 

Please provide the following details:  Your child9s name, room number and reason for absence.   
It is important that you advise the school office of any absence for your child/ren. 

If you are letting your child9s teacher know, please ensure you also advise the school office. 
 

School Hats - Just a reminder that your child/children are required to wear a Lower Moutere School bucket 

sun hat this term as part of our school uniform. Please ensure that it is named and worn by your child on a daily 

basis.  These are available from the office at $16 each. 

 

Community Oral Health Service 
For dental treatment prior to the Mobile Clinic return next year, contact the Community Oral Health Service for an 

appointment Ph 0800 833 846 or 528 1160 Option 7. For any urgent dental care, parents should contact a contracting 

dentist in their community. 

After school care! 
A reminder that Lower Moutere School offers an after-school care programme – that runs through to 5.30pm each 

evening! WINZ subsidy is available – so if you are needing that care after school, look no further!!  
To book in, call 027 358 7233 or you can email kidzklubafter3@gmail.com for further details! 

We look forward to catching up over the term ahead. 

 

We wish our Year 8 students who are graduating from Lower Moutere School, on to varying secondary schools, all 

the very best for their futures. Thank you to you and your families for all you have given to the school over your 

time here. May you all continue to 8be the best that you can be9 beyond our primary school and be the amazing 
young citizens that we have all supported you to be! 

 

Many thanks for your support for our school!  

Bevan Clark 

Principal / Tumuaki 

 

  
 

 

2025 dates to remember 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER  

Wednesday 10th Year 8 Leavers Dinner 

Thursday 11th Year 8 Fun Day 

Thursday 11th  Board Meeting in Staffroom 6pm 

Wednesday 17th End of Year Concert and Year 8 farewells 6pm start 

Thursday 18th  Last Day of Term 4 – Finish at 12.30pm 

mailto:kidzklubafter3@gmail.com


   

2026 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tuesday 3rd February To Thursday 2nd April 

Term 2 Monday 20th April To Friday 3rd July 

Term 3 Monday 20th July To Friday 25th September 

Term 4 Monday 12th October To Tuesday 15th December    

 

Nelson Anniversary Day: Monday 2nd February 

Waitangi Day:   Friday 6th February 

Easter:    Good Friday 3rd April (included in holiday) 

    Easter Monday 6th April (included in holiday)   

ANZAC Day:    Saturday 25th April (observed Monday 27th April) 

King’s Birthday:    Monday 1st June 

Matariki:    Friday 10th July 

Labour Day:     Monday 26th October 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



   

 
 

 



   

 
 

 



   

 

 



   

 

 



   

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 



   

 

 


